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FROM THE MISSIONARY REGISTER. 


Sketch of the Life of the Rev. John Eliot, the “Apostle of the 
North American Indians.” 


(Continued from p. 231.) 


We have considered this eminent man as a Christian; we shall 
now proceed to view 


His Character as a Minister. 


The grace of God which we have seen so illustriously endowing 
our Eliot, disposed him to the sacred employment wherein he spent 
about sixty of his years. To this work he applied himself wholly; 
and undertook it, I believe (says Dr. Mather) with as right thoughts 
concerning it, and as good ends in it, as ever actuated the mind of 
man. 

He had that good measure of learning which was needful to his 
rightly dividing the word of truth. He was an accute gramma- 
rian; and understood well the languages in which God first wrote 
his Holy Bible. He had a sharp insight into the liberal arts; and 
made little systems of them for the use of certain Indians, of whose 
exacter education he was desirous. Above all, he had a most emi- 
nent skill in theology; mighty in the word, he was able to convince 
gainsayers; and on all occasions, to shew himself a workman that 
needed not to be ashamed. 

His way of preaching was very plain, and withal very powerful. 
His delivery was graceful; but when he was to use reproofs and 
warnings againstany sin, his voice would rise into great warmth and 
energy: he would brandish the sword and sound the trumpet of God 
against all vice with a most penetrating liveliness, and | observed 
that there was remarkable fervour in the rebukes which he bestowed 
upon a carnal spirit and life in professors of religion. ‘There was 
evermore much of Christ in his preaching; and, with St. Paul he 
could say, J determined to know nething among you, save Jesus Christ 
and him crucified. From this inclination it was, that though he 
printed several books, yet his heart seemed not sc much in any of 
them, as in that serious and savoury book of his, entitled “The 
Harmony of the Gospels, in the Holy History of Jesus Christ;” and 
hence it was, that he would give that advice to young preachers, 
“Pray let there be much of Christ in your ministry!” Moreover he 
liked no preaching, but that which liad been well studied for, and 
he would very much commend a sermon which he could perceive 
VoL. 1. 16 * 
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required some good thinking and reading in the preacher. And yet 
pe looked for something in a sermon beyond the mere study of man: 

e was for preaching from those impressions and with those affect- 
ions which might compel the hearers to acknowledge therein the 
gracious influence of the Holy Spirit. — 

He was very laborious in the catechising of children. He kept 
up that great ordinance, both publickly and privately; and spent 
therein a world of time. It would hardly be credited if I should 
relate what pains he took to keep up the blessed echoes of truth be- 
tween himself and the young peopte of his congregation; and what 
prudence he used in suiting his catechisms to the age and strength 
of his little charge. He composed various catechisms, which were 
more particularly designed to guard his own people against such 
errours as might threaten any peculiar danger. And the success 
of this labour was in proportion to the indefatigable industry with 
which he prosecuted it: for it is a well principled people whom he 
has left behind him. As when certain Jesuits were sent among the 
Waldenses to corrupt their children, they returned with disappoint- 
ment and confusion, because the children of seven years old were 
well instructed enough to encounter the most learned of them all: 
so, if any seducers were let loose as wolves among the good people 
of Roxbury, they would find, I am confident, as little prey in that 
well instructed place as in any part of all the country. 

His regard to the welfare of thechildren under his charge was fur- 
ther manifested, in his perpetual resolution and activity to support a 
good school inthe town. A grammarschool hewould always have upon 
the place, whatever it cost him; and he importuned all other places to 
have the like. God so blessed his endeavours, that Roxbury could 
not live quietly without a free school in the town; and the issue of it 
has been, that Roxbury has afforded more scholars, first for the col- 
lege, and then for the publick service, than any town of its size, or, 
if I mistake not, of twice its size, in all New-England. From this 
fountain have run many of those streams, which have made glad 
this city of God. 1 persuade myself that the good people of flee 
bury will forever scorn to begrudge the cost, or to permit the death 
of a school, which God has made such an honour to them; and this 
the rather, because their deceased Eliot has left them a fair part of 
his own estate for the maintaining of that school: and I wish that 
the ministers of New-England may be as ungainsayably importu- 
nate with their congregations as Mr. Eliot was with his, for the es- 
tablishment of schools which may seasonably tinge the young souls 
of the rising generation. 

Such was the man, whom it pleased God to raise up as a blessing 
to the benighted American Tribes. We shall now follow him to 
this labour, and consider 


His Character as an Evangelist to the American Indians. 


The titles of a Christian and of a Minister (says Dr. Mather) 
have rendered our Eliot considerable: but there is one memorable 
title more, by which he has been signalized. An honourable per- 
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son did once in print fe the name of an Evangelist upon hims 
whereupon, in a letter o his to that person, afterward printed, his 
expressions were, “There is a redundancy when you put the title 
of evangelist upon me. I do beseech you to suppress all such 
things. Let us speak, and do, and carry all things with all humi- 
lity. Itis the Lord who hath done what is done; and it is most 
becoming the Spirit of Jesus Christ to lift up Christ, and ourselves 
lielow. I wish that word could be obliterated.”” My reader sees 
what a caution Mr. Eliot long since entered against our giving him 
the title of an evangelist; but his death has now made it safe, as 
his life had long made it just; for us to acknowledge him under such 
atitle. I know not whether that of an evangelist, or one separated 
for the employment of preaching the gospel in places where no 
churches have hitherto been gathered, be not an office that should be 
continued in our days; but this I know, that our Eliot very notably 
did the service and work of such an officer. 

We shall now trace as fully as our limits will allow, the rise and 
advancement of this great work, and witness the spirit and the la- 
bours by which Mr. Eliot acquired his honourable Fctinctiniss. 

More than twenty years had passed from the first landing of the 
settlers in New-England, before they seriously turned their atten- 
tion to the conversion of the natives. The difficulties inseparable 
from their attempt to establish themselves in a wild country, where 
the inhabitants were frequently hostile, had fully engaged their 
cares. In the year 1646, however, the general court of Massachu- 
setts colony passed an act for the encouragement of attempts to 
win over the natives to the faith of Christ. 

Mr. Eliotentered most readily into those views. In preparation for 
the undertaking he had been for some time studying the Indian Jan- 

uage with the assistance of a young native whocould speak English. 
This language presented obstacles of an unusual kind: the enor- 
mous length of many of its words, the consequent slow communi- 
cation of ideas, the harshness of the pronunciation, and its little affi- 
nity with the European tongues, would have discouraged any but 
a most determined student. Our readers will stand aghast at a few 
instances. ‘The words “our lusts” are expressed in Indian by a 
word of thirty-two letters— 

Mummatchekodtantamoonganunnonash. 
But this is still outdone by the word— 
Kummogdokonattoottummooctiteaongannunnonush, 

where forty-three letters are employed to express “cour question!” 
But the heart of this good man was moved with compassion toward 
the forlorn heathen among whom he lived, and inflamed with the 
true zeal for the glory of his Heavenly Master. By assiduous la 
bour he surmounted the difficulties of this strange languages and 
was able, in the course of a few months, to speak it intelligibly: af- 
ter some time, by particular and unwearied industry, he became so 
complete a master of it, that he reduced it to method and published 
agrammar. Having finished a grammar, he wrote at the close, 
under a full sense of the difficulties which he had encountered, 












































* 


244 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


“Prayers and pains, through faith in Christ Jesus will do any 
thing!”’ It is to be hoped that other missionaries wiil be stimulated 
to exertion by this noble example! 

Thus prepared he entered on his labour in the year 1656 and in 
the 42d of his age. His friends and brethren greatly encouraged 
him herein; the neighbouring ministers undertaking to supply his 
place at Roxbury, while he went among the heathen. 

(To be Continued.) 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


Extracts ca the Appendix to the Report of the Executive Com- 
mittee for the management of the missions, first commenced by the 
Rev. John Wesley, the Rev. Dr. Colce, and others; and now car- 
ried on under the direction of the Methodist Conference. 


No. LV. Pace 88. 


The following anecdotes confirming the statements made in the 
report (page 17) are communicated by Mr. Warrener, who spent 
many years in the West Indies as a missionary. “I never found 
more than one religious negro, who had a desire to go back to Afri- 
ca. He was member of the methodist society in Antigua, and a 
very useful zealous man. He said to me one day, ‘O massa, me 
want to go back to my own country.’ Lasked William, why he 
wanted to go back, and if he remembered any thing of his own 
country? His reply was, ‘O massa, me see de house, me see de trees, 
me see the ground, me see the whole. massa.” He was the princi- 
pal mason upon the estate of Col. Blizard. William said, “My 
massa let me want no ting, but me want to go to my own country, 
to tell my ged gro about my blessed Massa, Jesus.” William’s 
master died, and his property, including his negroes, were sold. 
As we were afraid he might be purchased by some person who might 
send him out of theisland, we wished to purchase him. We hada 
promise that we should have William at a moderate price, so I be- 
gun a subscription among the members of society and congregation 
or this purpose, and obtained a tolerable sum. William, however, 
was so well known asa religious, industrious, and conscientious 
person, and an excellent workinan, that, on the day of auction, he 
was sold to the best bidder for a sum much beyond what we had 
raised, and our ability to procure. He was bought by a gentleman 
of St. Vincent, but lived only a few months, and then instead of 
going to Africa, he went to Heaven.” 

“I have not the least doubt of there being as much loyalty among 
the slaves of the West Indies, as there is in England; and, | be- 
lieve, more amongst the religious negroes. I will give one instance 
of it. While I was stationed in the island of Antigua, we had 
some fear of a visit from the French in Guadaloupe. The gentle- 
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wen met to consult how to defend the island. Amongst other plans 
of defence, they desired the methodist and moravian ministers to go 
through the island,and see how many of the negro men in our socie- 
ties, and those of the moravians, would volunteer their services as 
pioneers, So we went to recruit, to see how many we could raise; 
we promised the gentlemen, at their own request to go with them as 
chaplains. I think between us and the moravians we got the names 
of about 700, who were all either methodists or moravians; for we 
were directed to take the names of none beside. Some time after, 
I was riding out, and a negro watchman called to me, and said, 
‘massa, when de fight to be??? I answered him, “I hope never.” 
“Well,” he replied, “massa, we hope so too; but if de Prench 
com, we'll fight dem.” I inquired, merely to try him, “And, my 
negro, what would you fight for??? He immediately said, ‘massa, 
we fight for our wives, our children, our houses, and our chapel, 
massa.”” ‘The French never came; but, I believe, had they come, 
the religious negroes would have proved faithful.” 





No. V. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. W. Lill, of Grenada, to the Rev. 
M. Dixon. 


“Particular attention has been paid to the Sunday Schools, and 
I] doubt not but they will prosper; we have already had an increase 
of teachers, and I believe of scholars. I have drawn up rules for 
the school; added several books to the teachers’ library; appointed 
a librarian, a vice superintendant, and two visitors for the absent 
‘scholars. We have a teachers’ meeting regularly the first Sunday 
in every month after the school is dismissed. Once a week also I 
meet them to hear them read in rotation, &c. in short, I am con- 
ducting it (as far as possible) on the same plan as the Sunday 
schools in Liverpool. It was my intention to draw up an address, 
and open a subscription for the purpose of making a trial what sum 
we could raise towards the erection of a new chapel; but the late 
affair in Barbadoes has for the present beclouded all our prospects. 
In Trinidad I understand the governour keeps it as secret as possi- 
ble, so that things go on there as usual.” 

‘Here a proclamation has been issued, prohibiting ‘any persons 
from assembling under any pretence whatever before five o’clock 
in the morning, and after six o’clock in the evening.’ ‘This caused 
our enemies to triumph, and a report was circulated that the jailer 
was sent to nail up the chapel door, and some even said that I was 
to be banished from the island. But thank God, it is not as they 
would have it be, nor is it likely to be so. We have expounding, 
or class-meetings in the chapel every morning, and preaching at 
ten and half past four on Sundays. The president informed me 
when I wai upon him, that the restrictions were only temporary, 
so that we expect them to be taken off as soon as tranquility is per- 
fectly restored: A person was sent from hence, officially to Bar- 
badoes for intelligence. Being an enemy of ours, he made it his 
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business to inquire if the methodists were concerned in the revolt 
there; he acknowledged when he returned here that they were 
not, and said, a very sensible man told him, he wished there were 
more methodists. ‘This has in some measure ‘put to silence the ig- 
norance of foolish men,’ and [ trust in the end will be productive 
of good to the cause of God.” 


— + ao 


Extract of a letter fromthe Rev. Horatio Bardwell, dated Bombay, 
February 8, 1817, to the Rev. William Fisher, of Stanton, Con- 
necticut. 


Very pear Brotuer anp Sister.—Last week we had the 
pleasure of receiving a letter from you dated May 7th, by the Saco 
from Boston. You can hardly conceive what pleasure it gave me 
to hear from you; and especially to hear such reviving news as you 
relate. Trub the Lord is doing great things for you. Give all | 
the glory to Him to whom alone it is due. From letters and Pano- 
plist, it appears as though New-England is becoming as the garden 
of the Lord. O what glorious times! Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits. 

Soon after we landed at Columbo, we unanimously resolved to 
make an establishment at the north part of that somes f and for our 
encouragement the governour of Ceylon offered us every assist- 
ance in his power. We soon received communications from the 
brethren in this place, stating brother Nott’s departure, and ear- 
nestly entreating that one, at least, might come and help them.— 
And as they hoped soon to engage in printing the Scriptures, they 
hoped that [ should be the one chosen to join them. ‘The path of 
duty appeared so plain that I could not object, though it was hard 

arting. 
: On the 4th of October, I sailed from Columbo, with my dear 
wife. We arrived at Bombay, November Ist. Our vessel was 
commanded and manned by natives. We were the only white per- 
sons aboard. The brethren were much rejoiced to see us. I have 
almost forgotten to tell you that when we landed here, it was very 
doubtful whether I should be permitted tostay. But having ob- 
tained a letter of introduction from the governour of Ceylon to Sir 
Evan, I presented it personally, and his excellency said he would 
show me all] the favour in his power: so that I now consider my- 
self attached to this mission. The labours of brothers Hall and 
Newell are great—they are so far masters of the Mahratta that 
they can speak to the pores with ease. They have translated the 
Gospels and some of the Epistles, which are now ready for the 


press. ‘They make it a part of every day’s conproy ment to go out 


mto the Bazars and publick places and preach to the people. Be- 
sides this we have a stated meeting twice a week for reading and 
expounding the gospel. Thirty or forty natives generally attend. 
Among these are a number of black Jews—(the Jews have a syna- 
gogue about a mile from our house.) ‘The number of native boys 
in our schools is more than 200. From these schools, we hope 
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much good will result. Though as yet we have no religious books to 
ut into their hands, yet they hear more or less about God every 
day. Whether we shall ever see the fruit of our labours or not, 
God only knows; and we are willing to leave it in his hands. If 
any onl is done among this people, surely the excellency of the 
power must be acknowledged to be of God; for the strength of su- 
perstition and idulatry is beyond description. Within one mile of 
our house there are probably thirty temples consecrated to idols. 
Almost every hour in the day may be heard the prayers and suppli- 
cations of the multitude to these gods of wood and stone. A few 
weeks ago I witnessed the swinging of two persons, as it is called, 
suspended by hooks thrust through the fleshy part of the back.— 
The machine consisted of a perpendicular post about 12 feet high. 
At the top of this was a pivot that sustained a horizontal pole; at 
one end of this the hooks were fastened, at the other end ropes 
were fixed to raise the hooks. The whole machine was placed on 
wheels. Justbefore the first person was suspended, an old man, 
girded with a belt strung with little bells, and deformed with nume- 
rous badges of horrid superstition, seized a young kid that was pre- 
sented him, tore open the jugular veins with his teeth, and like a 
monster sucked the blood while the little animal was struggling in 
deaths This sacrifice being made, a processton then formed and 
marched a number of times around the car. They at /ength stop- 
ped and a'man about thirty years of age, was quickly suspended 
on the hooks, and the car was then drawn by the people a number 
of times round the yard, attended by tomtoms and shoutings of the 
multitude. After being drawn around about ten minutes he was 
let down, and a woman suspended in the same manner. Neither of 
these persons discovered the least signs of pain, but seemed wholly 
at ease. When they were let down, the multitude pressed around 
to touch them, as though some peculiar blessing or virtue was com- 
municated. This painful ceremony was performed before a small 
temple, in consequence, and as the performance of certain vows 
voluntarily made by the persons who were thus tormented. - The 
next day two other persons were suspended in the same way. 
Truly Satan is a hard master. Who that has one spark of human- 
ity or religion can be indifferent to such horrid scenes of bloody 
superstition and wickednesss! Beholding this exhibition, my mind 
was forcibly impressed with the contrast between Satan’s kingdom 
and the kingdom of Christ. Unable to bear oral testimony against 
such wickedness, I could only pray that God would open their eyes 
to see their folly. 

O my dear brother, do tell your people what precious blessings 
they enjoy by having Christ preached among them. Are there not 
some among the young converts who are willing to forsake all to 
preach Christ to the heathen? Do encourage them, for the harvest is 

reat. You are not sensible how much the present and eternal 
welfare of the heathen depends on the efforts of ministers at home. 
Since I have been in India, my health has been perfectly good. 
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Dear brother, I rejoice that the Lord has permitted me to engage 
in this glorious work. O that I may be active and diligent to the 
end of my life for the salvation of these poor heathen. 

We hope soon to commence printing the gospels, though we shall 
begin with a little school book for the boys under our care. 


—— = + ee 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER, FOR MAY, 1817. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The anniversary of this society was held at the Freemason’s Ta- 
vern on the 7th of May—Lord Teignmouth in the chair. His lord- 
ship commenced the business by reading the report of the commit- 
tee for the last year, which particularized the contributions of the 
auxiliary societies toa large amount, and noticed the astonishing 
number of Bibles which had been circulated by the eet Apo- 
logies for unavoidable absence were read from the chancellor of the 
exchequer, aud lord Exmouth; and a motion of thanks was passed 
to the vice-presidents of the society, to the dukes of York, Kent, 
Cumberland, Sussex and Gloucester. W. Money M. P. introduced 
a cheering description of the extension of religion in India and the 
island of Ceylon. The Rev. Dr. Mason, secretary to the Ameri- 
can National Bible Society, gave a lively account of the progress of 
religion in that country. Dr. Thorpe, as secretary to the Hibernian 
Bible Society, mentioned many interesting circumstances relative 
to lreland, where, he said, 55,000 Bibles had been distributed in 
the course of the last year. He mentioned an instance of an old 
man of ninety-seven making a pilgrimage of fifty miles to beg a 
testament of large print, who assured him, that, till the year before, 
he had never heard of such abook. Hestated that 300,000 Bibles 
were still wanting to enable every family in Ireland to possess a 
copy. Several other gentlemen spoke; and we hope to have an 
early opportunity of giving an outline, both of the speeches and of 
the report. It was gratifying to us to find that the funds of the so- 
ciety, notwithstanding the extraordinary pressure of the times have 
experienced very little diminution. ‘The sum total of contribution, 


es the year, was only about 700]. less than those of the year 
efore. 


a + & 


DOMESTICK. 


First Annual Report of the Board of managers of the Rockville 
Female Bible Society. 


The first anniversary of the Rockville Female Bible Society must 
awaken in the bosom of every member of the association, feelings 
hitherto unknown. ‘This season which exhilarates our senses, by 
shedding the beauties of nature around us, excites in our breasts a 
more cheering glow, when it calls us to celebrate the organization 
of this institution. Full well we remember our feeble, trembling 
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hopes, and our fears which nearly pennies But he who by 
his word and Spirit encouraged us then to go forward, now exables 
us to say *“‘Hitherto the Lord hath helped us.” 

The list of annual subscribers, extended far beyond our expecta- 
tion, and the generous donations from gentlemen in the town and 
vicinity, the general approbation of persons of respectability, join- 
ed with what we feel to be all important, an unshaken confidence 
in the goodness of our cause, enables us to take fresh courage and 
to go on with new aaa te. f 

t is not to be expected that in so scattered a population as the 
adjacent country presents, so many destitute can be found as in a 
populous city, but thoagh we know and feel that a thousand are 
more important than an hundred, yet no one will infer from this, 
that the wants of the fewer may with propriety be neglected. Per- 
haps it is not, and never will be our duty to visit the multitudes of 
the city, but here Providence calls us to an important sphere of 
duties. And we have it recorded that he who employed with faith- 
ful diligence two talents received the same approving sentence, 
“well done, &c.” as he to whom was committed ten. 

It was once said by an eloquent preacher, that if there were but 
a single soul to be saved in the most distant part of world, and the 
appointed means of his salvation were the embarkment of our na- 
tion; beyond a question, the whole nation to a man ought to embark 
and carry the gospel to that benighted soul. ‘To such a declaration, 
those who love and honour as they ought, the Saviour of sinners, 
will not hesitate to set their seal. 

The board of managers for this society would report that they 
have, as circumstances adinitted, been employed in promoting its 
objects, according to their best abilities. ‘They have received by 
subscriptions and donations, one hundred and seventy-eight dollars 
fifty cents. Nineteen dollars fifty cents are in the funds of the 
treasurer; two have been applied to the incidental expenses of the 
society; and the remainder, one hundred and fifty-nine dollars, 
has been paid to the Parent Society, through whose hands any sur- 
‘er of what may be found necessary to expend in our neighbour- 

ood finds it way to the American Bible Society. 

We would gratefully acknowledge the donation of twenty-five 
Bibles, from the society in the District of Columbia; these, with 
eighty-four at different times purchased and paid for out of our 
own funds, making one hundred and nine, have been nearly or 
quite all distributed, and we have reason to think that the season, 
so much more favourable to exertion than the autumn and winter, 
in which principally we have been engaged, the advantage of a 
longer standing, and our objects being more generally known, 
< afford facilities for doing much more than has yet been ef- 
ected. 

Several, to whom your charity has been presented, have learned 
to read since the organization of this society, animated to exertion, 
as we have reason to think, by the hopes of the gift of a Bible, 
when they should be able to read it. Who wal not rejoice to 





















250 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


see them receive this invaluable boon, and wish to be the favoured 
almoner! 

‘Though we consider it one of our principal objects by the gift of a 
Bible, and such other means as may be practicable, to excite those 
to read the word of God who have been careless of its sacred truths, 
and of course that we must not expect immediate fruit to appear, 
yet while presenting the word of life, we have seen the eye sparkle 
with pleasure, and heard the lips express the gratitude of the heart; 
and though we have not seen cause to flatter ourselves that Bibles 
so distributed have been the means of changing the heart, yet we 
have good reason to suppose that some, at least have been instru- 
mental of exciting serious impressions, and causing those who read 
them to lead a more regular life; and we cannot but hope that the 
seed sown will yet yield an abundant harvest. | 

The business in which we have been engaged has been a plea- 
sure. We owe you our thanks for bestowing upon us such a fa- 
vour. 

Though obliged to encounter many adverse circumstances, we 
have endeavoured to do what we could to promote the object of the 
society. We now resign our trust, with the most cordial wishes 
that the benediction of Heaven may ever rest upon our society, and 
that those who compose this body may never give up the object 
with which they first began, viz: That every one may be able te 
read in his own Bible the way to salvation. 

By order of the Board of Managers, 
ANN SEARLE, Secretary. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


Memorial and Petition of the Society of Friends, or Quakers, to 
the Legislature of Virginia, on the subject of Militia Fines. 
(Concluded from p. 240.) 


It is true that in the lapse of time, the spirit of persecution has 
faded before the lights of truth. Our own country, as already sta- 
ted, has been particularly distinguished for maintaining the princi- 
ples of civil and religious liberty, and for rejecting those of coer- 
cive law and religious intolerance. The very grievance to which 
we now solicit your attention, has been acknowledged and redress- 
ed. A legislature composed of enlightened statesmen and sages, 
who had assisted in establishing the chartered rights of America, 
who had seen the principles which your memorialists maintain test- 
ed through the revolutionary war, convinced, it is believed, of their 
sincerity, and of the justice of their claim, exempted them from 
the obligation to bear arms, and from certain fines and penalties 
which had been imposed on their non-compliance with military re- 
quisitions. But the laws are changed. They now require that your 


memorialists, notwithstanding the insuperable objection of their re- 
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ligious scruples, should be trained to arms. Their refusal subjects 
them to fines, which within certain limitations, are fixed at the dis- 
cretion of the courts martial, and become in numerous instances 
extremely oppressive. Nor is this all—your memorialists conceive 
that the voluntary payment ofa fine imposed for adherence to reli- 
gious duty, or the receiving of surplus money, arising from the sale 
of their property, seized for the satisfying of these demands, would 
be to acknowledge adelinquency, which they cannot admit, and to 
become parties in a trafick or commutation of their principles.— 
Hence also, considerable loss is sustained. And notwithstanding 
your memorialists may acknowledge that many officers of the go- 
vernment, in these cases, manifest great reluctance, and execute 
their trust with a scrupulous regard to the interest of the sufferers; 
yet there are other instances in which wanton depredations are made 
on the property of individuals. 

Your memorialists are aware that it may be said that the law does 
not discriminate between them and others, and that they ought 
equally to support the publick burdens, and yield their services to 
the exigencies of the state. ‘This objection supposses that a gene- 
ral law cannot have a partial or unequal operation. It supposes too, 
that what may be deemed a national concern, may supercede the 
chartered rights and privileges of the people. But your memorial- 
ists cannot suppose that these principles, which indeed are no other 
than the maxims of tyranny, will ever be deliberately adopted or 
acted upon by this legislature. If one member of the community 
believe that it is his duty to fight, and to slay the enemies of his 
country, and if another believe that he is aremece: by di- 
vine command from planning the destruction or shedding the blood 
of his fellow-creatures, the question, as it relates to the present sub- 
ject, is not which, or whether either is wrong, but whether a law 
commanding both to take arms, would not operate unequally and 
violate the rights of conscience? It would operate unequally, be- 
cause it does not discriminate—because to the conscience of the one 
it would enjoin the performance of aduty, to that of the other, the 
commission of a crime. It would violate the liberty of conscience, 
because it would compel under pains and penalties the performance 
of an act, which is believed offensive to the Divine Being. Human 
authority cannot, like the great searcher of hearts, try the spirits 
of men respecting truth and errour, it cannot remit the penalties of 
sin, or controul the convictions of the heart; and therefore in this 
eountry at least, the liberty of conscience is wisely placed beyond 
the sphere of legislation, and protected from the encroachmentof 
any power in the government. 

it may be recollected too, that in every nation of the civilized 
world, where this society is found, they profess and maintain the 
same principles. That no hope of reward, no dread of punishment, 
no confiscations, imprisonments, or death would induce them to 
bear arms against their country, or in any other cause whatever, 
and that every attempt to coerce them, would result, on the one 
side, in the triumph of principle, however severely tested, and in 
unavailing persecution on the other. 
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While it is therefore evident, that the ostensible object of the 
law, or training them to arms, cannot be effected; and it is presum- 
ed from the general notoriety of their principles, that it is not even 
expected to be attained—while your memorialist believe that the 
principles they hold can in no sense prove injurious to the commu- 
nity, and are persuaded that this legislature would disclaim the idea 
of raising revenue by laws inflicting fines on the free exercise of 
conscience—they trust that a privilege conferred by the Supreme 
Being, and by the highest authority in this country declared to be 
sacred and inviolable, may be safely expected from its justice and 
liberality. ‘They therefore respectfully petition, that the laws im- 
posing military requisitions and penalties for non-compliance, may 
be considered as they respect your petitioners, and such relief 
afforded as to the wisdom of the legisladure shall seem just and 
necessary. 

Signed by order and on behalf of a meeting of the representatives 
of the aforesaid society, held in Dinwiddie county, the 17th of the 
11th month, 1810. BENJ. BATES, Clerk at this time. 


~ 2+ ae -- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS’ MONITOR. 


Extract. II. 


The qualss cations of Sunday School Teachers.—“They that be 
wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, &c.’* Wisdom 
is required, and that of a superior order, in the teacher of a Sun- 
day School. Itis not every warm and inexperienced youth that is 
qualified for the office he desires to fill. It is necessary that he 
should be first instructed who is to instruct others. Nor is the 
principle of personal piety alone, though the first and indispensa- 
ble qualification, tne only one required; but as the first and indis- 
a qualification of a Sunday school teacher, we must be al- 
owed to pause and dwell upon it for a while. Without personal 
piety—an experimental acquaintance with divine things, my young 
friend, you had better never enter on this work; nav, | know of no 
well constituted Sunday school that would accept of your services, 
unless they had reason to hope there was some good thing in you 
towards the Lord God of Israel. Alas! if you feel not yourself 
the importance of religion, how can you impress it upon others? if 

ou know not the value of your own soul, how can you tell others 
of the worth of theirs? if you are ignorant yourself of the 
method of salvation, or indifferent about it, how can you point it 
out to others, or exhort them to embrace it? if no flame of divine 
Jove burns upon the altar of your bosom, will you be anxious to 
kindle it in the bosom of another? and if you were, whence are 
to draw the holy fire? will the application of ice to ice produce 
seat? "Tis true, you may understand the theory of religion, and 
teach it as a system; but what a monster of hypocrisy and self- 
delusion, in the midst of your instruction, you must prove. How 
must your conduct give the lie to your profession. How must the 
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impression upon the heart of the child, whom you exhort, be weak- 
ened by an appeal to your own indifference. Are not children more 
powerfully impressed by example than by precept? and is there not 
reason to suspect, that, after all, they would penetrate the thin tis- 
- sue of your well woven sentiments, and say as you do, rather than 
do as you say? Whilst remonstrance on your part would be silen- 
ced, on theirs by areply, which conscience must echo through all 
the chambers of the soul, physician heal thyself. And should the 
divine blessing, contrary to all expectation, but as has been in some 
extraordinary instances the case, accompany the scriptural instruc- 
tions of so unhallowed an instructor, and an anxious concern be 
awakened in the bosom of the child for the salvation of that soul, 
the value and duration of which you have taught him in some degree 
to understand—conceive if you can, the dreadful situation in which 
you are placed. How would his eager inquiries confound and 
abash you. How would his entreaties, mingled with his tears, for 
further information, harrow up your soul. What could you say to 
him, that would not condemn yourself; how would every expression 
of anxiety that fell from his lips, and every tear that rolled down 
his cheek, witness against you another day. And would it not be 
at once an aggravation of your crime, and of your suffering, that 
you directed him tothe cross for shelter, but passed it by yourself; 
conducted him to the gate of Heaven, then turned and plunged 
yourself into the abyss of hell? And think, could you bear his 
piercing glance, when looking round at the great day for his spirit- 
ual instructor whilst on earth, that his teacher might have the joy 
and transport of presenting him to the Judge, saying, here am I and 
the child whom thou hast given me, he sees you, horror struck and 
tortured in every pulse and every vein, dragged by demons to re- 
ceive your doom. 

But, being wise unto salvation himself, a Sunday school teacher 
must be wise also in selecting the best means for the ‘attainment of 
his end. 


AMERICAN BAPTISTS. 


It appears, by the minutes of the General Convention of the Baptist 
denomination in the United States, held at Philadelphia, May, 1817, 
that the whole number of churches in the United States is 2727; 
ministers, 1935. The whole number of persons baptized during 
the last year, is said to be at least 10,000; and the whole number 
of persons now in fellowship is 183,245. 

The funds of the society are now very considerable. It appears 
by the treasurer’s account, that there was on the 10th of May last, 
a balance in favour of the society of 10,051 dollars and 63 cents: 
Independent of which there is invested in United States six per 
cent. stock, 11,199 dollars and 54 cents. Also, three shares in the 
Bank of America, New-York, 300 dollars. Total amount of the 
society’s funds, May 10, 1817, 21,551 dollars and 17 cents. 
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EPISCOPAL RESOLUTION. 


Extract from the Journal of the House of Bishops, of the Ejis- 
copal Church, ina General Convention held at Wew-York, May, 
1817. 


‘The house of bishops, solicitous for the preservation of the 
purity of the church; and the piety of its members, are indu- 
ced to impress upon the clergy the important duty; with a 
discreet but earnest zeal, of warning the people of their re- 
spective cures, of the danger of an indulgence in those world- 
ly pleasures which may tend to withdraw the affections from 
spiritual things. And ee, on the subject of gaming, of 
amusements involving cruelty to the brute creation, and of thea- 
trical representations, to which some peculiar circumstances have 
called their attention—they do not hesitate to express their unani- 
mous opinion, that these amusements, as well from their licentious 
tendency, as from the strong temptations to vice which they afford, 
ought not to be frequented. And the bishops cannot refrain from 
expressing their deep regret at the information that in some of our 
large cities, so litile respect is paid to the feelings of the members of 
the church that theatrical representations are fixed for the evenings 
of her most solemn festivals.” 

——e 
FROM THE NEW-YORK ADVERTISER. 


Agreeably to publick notice, and in pursuance of the recom- 
mendation of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, a 
respectable meeting of citizens of this city, and other parts of the 
country, was held yesterday, at the Dutch Consistory room, No. 
10, Garden Street, for the purpose of forming a missionary society 
to be called the “United Foreign Missionary Society.” The Hon. 
Stephen Van Rensselaer was chosen Chairman, and Zachariah 
Lewis, Esq. Secretary. The meeting was opened with prayer by 
the Rev. Dr. Milledoler—and was eloquently addressed by the 
Rev. Drs. Griffin and Proudfit—after which a Committee was ap- 
pointed to make a nomination of officers for the current year—who 
after deliberation on the subject, reported the following persons, 
who were appointed to the offices severally set to their names, 
viz:— 

Hon. Stephen Van Rensselaer, President. 

Robert Lenox, Esq. Henry Rutgers, Esq. John Nourse, Esq. Rev. 
Dr. Ashbel Greene, Rev. Dr. John H. Livingston, Rev. Dr. Alex- 
ander Proudfit, Vice Presidents. 

Rev. Dr. Philip Milledoler, Corresponding Secretary. 

Zachariah Lewis, Esq. Recording Secretary. 

Divie Bethhune, Esq. Treasurer. 


Other Managers. 

Rev. Dr. Edward D. Griffin; Rev. Dr. James Richards; Rev. Dr. 
John B. Romeyn; Rev. Gardiner Spring; Rev. J. N. Rowan; Rev. 
Robert B. E. M’Cleod; Rensselaer Havens, Esq.; John E. Cald- 
well, Esq.; Isaac Heyer, Esq.; G. B. Vroun, Esq.; A. Foster, Esq.; 
Samuel Boyd, Esq. 
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ANECDOTE OF THE EARL OF ROCHESTER. 


The witty earl of Rochester, beingf@ince in company with king 
Charles II. his Queen, chaplain, and some ministers of state; after 
they had been discoursing on publick business the king of a sudden 
exclaimed—*Let our thoughts be unbended from the cares of state, 
and give us a generous glass of wine, that cheereth, as the Scripture 
saith, both God and man.” ‘The queen hearing this, modestly said, 
she thought there could be no such text in Scripture, and the idea 
was little less than blasphemy. ‘The king replied, that he was not 
prepared to turn to chapter and verse, but he was sure he had met 
with it in his Scripture reading. The chaplain was appealed to, 
and he was of the same opinion with the queen. Rechister, sus- 
pecting the king to be right, and being no friend to the chaplain, 
slipt out of the room to inquire among the servants, if any of them 
were conversant with the Bible. They named David, the Scotch 
cook, who always carried a Bible about him; and David being called, 
recollected both the text, and where to find it. Rochester ordered 
him to be in waiting and returned to the king. This text was still 
the topick of conversation and Rochester moved to call in David, 
who, he said, he found was well acquainted with the Scriptures.— 
David appeared, and being asked the question, produced his Bible, 
and read the text (Judges, ix. 13.) The king smiled, the queen 
asked pardon, and the chaplain blushed. Rochester now asked the 
doctor if he could interpret the text since it was produced; but he 
was mute. The earl, therefore, applied to David for the exposition. 
The cook immediately replied, “How much wine cheereth man, 
your lordship knows; but that it cheereth God, Lbeg leave to say, that 
under the old testament dispensation, there were meat-offerings and 
drink-offerings. The latter consisted of wine, which was typical 
of the blood of the Mediator, which, by metaphor, was said to cheer 
God, as he was well pleased in the way of salvation he had appoint- 
ed; whereby his justice was satisfied, his law fulfilled, his merc 
reigned, his grace triumphed, all the divine perfections harmoni- 
zed, the sinner was saved, and God in Christ glorified.” 

The king was agreeably surprised at this evangelical exposition; 
Roch ster applauded, and after some severe reflections upon the 
chaplain, very gravely moved, that his majesty would be pleased to 
make the chaplain his cook, and this cook his chaplain. 
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FROM THE NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 


RETIREMENT. 
By the late urrep Poinrz SanveERson 
SWEET ev’ning star! whose placid ray 
With soft sensations moves my heart, 
Indulge thy vot’ry’s pensive lay; 
O hear a song devoid of art! 


Hush’d are the woods, the groves, the vales, 
A sacred stillness breathes o’er all: 
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While soft o’er hills and dewy dales 

The mellow sof moon-light fall. 
Calm’d are my thoughts, no wild’ring woes 
1 Within my tranquil bosom rage; 
ig Might I enjoy such sweet repose, 
lhl From life’s gay morn to closing age! 






































No fame I wish, no wealth require, 
iL | No sigh for grandeur heaves my breast; 
Retirement’s shades my sole desire, 

My only wish domestick rest! 





il : Do they who climb ambition’s height, 
' Who eager grasp at scepter’d power, 
) Feel that still flow of fix’d delight, 
: That soothes the swain’s unruffled hour? 


Safe in life’s vale, from harsh alarms, 
He turns to bliss whate’er he sees; 
uf Him Nature’s sweetly simple charms; 
And all her varying scenes can please. 


Dear to my heart the village green, 

When drest in Ev’ning’s pensive beams; 
O may I there, unknown, unseen, 

Feel sorrow but in Fancy’s dreams! 


. Yes! may my life there glide away, 
Smooth as the stream that murmurs near; 
And from my home, if e’er I stray, 
May all I see that home endear! 


When death shall close my wearied eyes, 
And friends around my bed shall weep, 
May I (’ti8 all I then shall prize,) 
Beneath the hallowed church yard sleep! , 


And may the morn my lonesome grave 
Gem with the sparkling dews of heaven: 

And may the breeze the green grass wave, 
And o’er it beam the sun of even! 


And naught be heard near my low cell, 
Save village-sounds at daylight’s close; 
Then may the softly pensive bell* 
Soothe, sweetly soothe, my last repose! 


* Curfew. 


—— 
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